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pretensions of the various forms of Idealism. It may be commended with 
equal warmth to those who are interested in certain phases of the problem of 
knowledge which are more or less completely ignored in most treatises on psy- 
chology and are dealt with in an unsatisfactory manner in most contemporary 
works on logic and epistemology. 



Frank Chapman Sharp 



University op Wisconsin 



Measurements of Some Achievements in Arithmetic. By Clifford 

Woody. New York: Teachers' College, Columbia University, 
1916. Pp. 63. 

This monograph presents a series of scales which are adapted to the 
measurement of the fundamental operations in arithmetic. In the derivation 
of these scales Mr. Woody has in a general way followed the methods which 
Buckingham and Trabue used respectively with spelling and completion tests. 
Readers who are familiar with the statistical nomenclature of scale formation 
will discover much of interest throughout the monograph. Other readers will 
derive their chief profit from a consideration of Part I, pp. 1-24, in which the 
author describes the arithmetic scales, gives directions for their uses, and dis- 
cusses their values and limitations. Part II, pp. 25-63, presents a somewhat 
detailed account of the derivation of the scale. 

The author has arranged two sets of scales: series A to be given when there 
is an abundance of time for testing, and series B to be used when the time is 
more limited. Each series consists of a separate scale for addition, sub- 
traction, multiplication, and division. Each scale in series A is comprised of 
thirty-five or more problems arranged in an order which proceeds from very 
simple problems to those of successively increasing difficulty. Each pupil 
solves as many problems as he can in twenty minutes. The author has estab- 
lished comparative values for each problem and has elaborated several tables 
for use in estimating class averages. He has also presented tentative stand- 
ards of achievement in each fundamental process for all of the grades from II 
to VIII. 

The Woody scales will undoubtedly prove to be a valuable addition to the 
rapidly increasing number of instruments which are adapted to the measure- 
ment of achievement in school subjects. Just what proportion of total or 
essential arithmetical ability is measured by the Woody scales remains to be 
seen. Mr. Woody acknowledges a number of important assumptions which 
underlie the derivation of the scales, and he has been arbitrary repeatedly 
(possibly necessarily) in the selection of methods for computing problem 
values. 

It will be interesting to compare the abilities of specific classes which have 
been tested by the Woody scales with their abilities as determined by the 
Courtis tests. If each series of tests measures general ability in the funda- 
mental arithmetical processes, the averages maintained by any class, if large 
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enough, should be approximately proportionate to the respective standards 
which have been set by Woody and Courtis for the given school grade. If, on 
the contrary, large classes tend to differ with reference to the respective 
standards set, it will be evident that one, or possibly each of the Woody and 
Courtis tests, measures particular rather than general ability in the funda- 
mentals. 

Fred C. Ayer 
University of Iowa 
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1916. Pp. 41. 

Melville, Norbert J. Testing Juvenile Mentality by the Binet-Simon Scale 
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and Analysis. With an introduction by William Healy. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott Co., 1917. Cloth. i2mo, pp. xi+140. $2.00. 
Designed to aid in the training and guidance of school officials and others who, 

though not specialists, may be called upon to give the first decisions in case of suspected 

mental deficiency. 

Strong, Edward K., Jr. Effects of Hookworm Disease on the Mental and Phys- 
ical Development of Children. New York: The Rockefeller Foundation. 
International Health Commission. Publication No. 3, 1916. Pp. 121. 

Wilson, Matthew Hale. An Inductive Study of Standards of Right. Boston: 
Richard G. Badger, 1916. Cloth. Pp.321. $1.50. 
A detailed view of the main activities of society with application of the moral 

principles which guide to correct conduct. Social, ethical, and vocational guidance. 
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